Central London Collaborative Forum

A new way of resolving family law disputes
including divorce, separation and parenting

The Central London Collaborative Forum (CLCF) has been
launched by some of London’s leading family lawyers with the
aim of encouraging those involved in complex family disputes to
adopt the collaborative approach which has already
revolutionised the practice of family law in America.

Collaborative family law practice is relatively new to the UK, the
first family collaborative lawyers having trained in October 2003.
Now there are over 1,000 trained collaborative family lawyers in
the UK and Ireland.

The collaborative approach has proved to be one of the best
ways to achieve a dignified resolution of all types of family
disputes, including divorce.

The central feature of collaborative work is a pledge by the
couple and their lawyers not to litigate the issues in court, but
instead to commit to resolve the dispute through co-operative
and respectful negotiation, allowing those involved to focus on
what is important to them rather than the strict requirements of
the court’s procedure and timetable.

The collaborative process can reduce costs by avoiding expensive
litigation but its main advantage is flexibility allowing people to
go at their own pace and to deal with the issues that are most
important to them.

All negotiations are done face to face in meetings between the
couple and their lawyers. This gives the couple a sense of
control often lost in the conventional litigation process. This has
been shown to promote negotiated settlements and preserve
family relationships for the future. It is of enormous benefit
where children are involved since all the evidence shows that
children fare much better after their parents separate if parents
are able to co-operate over their care and upbringing.

An important element of the collaborative process is the ability to
involve other experts, where appropriate, including accountants,
independent financial advisors and family consultants with a
therapeutic or counselling background who can work with the
couple to help deal with the emotional problems arising from the
relationship breakdown and the arrangements for the care of the
children.

All members of the CLCF are fellows of the International
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, an organisation of 500 of the
world’s leading family practitioners. Our expertise in dealing
with complex family disputes, often with an international
element, enables us to ensure that the collaborative process can
be used as an effective tool to achieve a dignified resolution of
the practical problems, however complex, which arise following
the breakdown of a relationship or marriage.

www.centrallondoncollaborativeforum.com
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